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‘COMMENDING THE GOSPEL IN CHINA 


In spite of continuing hostilities China’s love for the Scriptures 
grows. During 1939, China bought almost twice as 
many whole Bibles from the American Bible 
Society as in 1937 


ANSLATION. 


Contest 


Tue TWO PICTURES on this page are 
regarded by the Editors as prize pictures of Scripture 


distribution. More like them are needed. 


A beautiful leather-bound Bible with Concordance 
or seven dollars’ worth of Scriptures for missionary dis- 
tribution are offered for the best picture of Scripture 
distribution submitted. Five prizes for other pictures. 
Honorable mention for still others. 


Here are the rules of the Prize Picture Contest: 


1 Anyone not in the full-time employ of the American 
Bible Society is eligible to enter. 


2 The contest closes October 1, 1940, for pictures sub- 
mitted from the United States; for those submitted from 
abroad, January 1, 1941. 


3 Any size picture may be submitted. 
4 Aglossy print and the negative must both be sent in. 


5 A story of not less than 100 words or descriptive data 
covering the essential facts connected with the picture— 
who, where, what, when, how—must be included. 


6 All pictures for which prizes or honorable mention are 
given become the property of the American Bible 
Society. If contestants desire to have their pictures which 
do not win awards returned, postage must be sent with 
them for this purpose. 


The Awards 


1 First Prize—A leather-bound, flexible, divinity circuit 
Bible, with round corners and red under gold edges; 
with Concordance, references, maps, and helps to pro- 
nunciation; clear boldface type, printed on India paper, 
614 x94 inches; or its equivalent in Scriptures for mis- 
sionary px tposes in any language or languages desired 
up to $7.60 American Bible Society catalog prices. 


‘ 


2 For the five next best pictures—A leather-bound, divinity 
circuit, flexible New Testoment, with round corners, and 
red under gold edges, boldface type on thin paper; 
with aids to pronunciation; size 454 x 61% inches; or its 
equivalent in Scriptures for missionary distribution in any 
langucge or languages desired, up to $1.00 American 
Bible Society catalog prices. 


3 Honorable mention for any other pictures adjudged 
acceptable for use in the Bible Society Record, 


Prize Picture 


Suggestions 


There were over twelve hundred persons in the United 
States listed as “Correspondents” or “Volunteers,” who 
gave some time last year to the distribution of the 
Society's Scriptures. They are all eligible in this con- 
test, as well as the hundreds serving in other lands. 


Generally speaking, close-up views of a few people are 
better than a crowd. 


Avoid posed pictures of persons arranged in rows like a 
class. 


Pictures of distribution to the blind are included. Scriptures 
being used as well as being distributed are acceptable, 


Here are some types of work that might be included: 
distribution in city streets, among miners, Negroes, in 
foreign settlements, on Indian reservations, C.C.C. 
camps, prisons, hospitals, orphanages, old people's” 
homes, poor farms, mountain dwellers, idlers along 
wharves, rescue missions, river-boat people, migrants, 
family prayer groups, strangers on the street or along 
the highways or byways, high-school students, indus- 
trial groups, boy or girl scouts, trailer camps, resort 
groups, vacationers, devotees of other religions, Army | 
and Navy men, college groups, groups at circuses, fairs 
and football or baseball games. 


Scripture distribution has been for centuries one of the most 
important vocations in the world. It is needed today more than 
ever, and there is a greater Opportunity than ever. Pictures help 
to enlist distributors and to raise funds for the support of the 
work. You are invited to help by entering the contest, 


a 


All pictures should be sent to the 
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The Underlying Facts 


| HE Scriptures are indispensable to 
the life of the churches and their 
: members. No living true church can 
exist without them. 

The Scriptures are a primary necessity 
for all aspects of the missionary work of 
the churches at home and abroad. By 
themselves alone they are a powerful 
evangelizing force. 

_ Most of the people of the world—in- 
‘cluding millions of church members—are 
'so poor, they cannot pay the full cost of 
‘the Scriptures they need. 

A Chinese farm family has an income 
‘of $133 a year; a Brazilian laborer, 80 
‘cents a day; an island copra-gatherer, 
$30 cash a year; an American migrant 
family, $289 to $760 a year. 

No commercial process, therefore, ex- 
ists or can exist by which millions of peo- 
ple in America, millions of people in Eu- 
rope, all the people of Asia, of Africa, of 
‘Latin America, of the Pacific islands,— 
and the Christians among them,—will re- 
ceive the Scriptures. Bibles cost from 
30 cents to $1.50 or more to print, and as 
much more to carry to the people who 
need them. 

Thus the only way by which most of 
the people of the world—and millions of 
church members—will have the indispen- 
sable Scriptures, is the Bible Society way: 


—translation into their languages, 
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Why We Must 


By Eric M. North 


39 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distribution 
of the Holy Scriptures 


NUMBER 4 


—publication in the most practical 
form, 

—transportation to where the people 
are, 

—distribution by sale at what people 
can pay, or by gift when required. 


Those to whom the Scriptures are 
brought will, on the average, pay from 
one third to one half of the full cost. 

But, unless the churches and Bible 
lovers pay the other half or two thirds, 
these multitudes—in and out of the 
church—will NOT have the life-giving 
Scriptures AT ALL. 


The Present Situation 


Thousands of mission churches and 
hundreds of thousands of families in the 
United States continue to be so low in 
income, that they must be helped to have 
Scriptures for courage and for spiritual 
steadfastness—a task in itself of large 
size. 

Scripture supply is meeting only half 
to two thirds the actual demand in Latin 
America. Scriptures are being rationed 
in Brazil. 

The demand in China is growing rap- 
idly. In the Philippines the need is ur- 
gent. 

In India and several other lands, new 
processes of teaching adults to read are 
making hundreds of thousands of new 
literates a year—among them multitudes 
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of village Christians who must now have their 
own Bibles and Testaments. 

Scriptures are urgently needed for interned 
prisoners and civilians in Europe, for refugees, 
for men under arms. America has so far done 
almost nothing to supply them. 

The American churches are carrying on more 
than half the world mission enterprise, but only 
one third the Bible distribution program. 

The war is forcing the British, Scotch, and 
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Dutch Societies to reduce their budgets. The 
British Society has cut $76,000, which is 14% 
percent from its foreign work. This will reduce 


the supply of Scriptures to thousands of Amer- | 


ican missionaries and the native churches. 

These are the underlying facts and the imme- 
diate reasons why the Bible lovers of America 
must rise to the challenge of the world’s de- 
spair, and make a positive answer in a great 
increase in the supply of Scriptures. 


Satisfying Bible Hunger in the 
Southwest 


Being a review of the varied activities that center in the Society's District office in 
Dallas, Texas, from which 304,284 volumes of Scripture were distributed in 1939 in 38 
languages, with Spanish, Czech, French and German far in the lead following English 


By Reverend J. J. Morgan 


HE drums stopped, and twenty befeath- 

ered dancers squatted down in the red 

dust of the reservation. With a satisfied 
chuckle, the stout tourist closed his camera, and 
turned around. “Now, what I don’t see,” he 
said, “is why you want to bother folks like 
those with the Bible. They’re happy as they 
are, and a lot of religious stuff will only stir 
them up and make them miserable. You mis- 
sionaries want to make everybody think alike 
and look alike. Personally, I’d rather leave ’em 
aboriginal; they make better pictures.” 

“That man,” said the Bible Society distribu- 
tor, as the tourist strolled away, “is atype. You 
meet his kind in every mission field. To him, 
the Indian, the Mexican, the Negro, the under- 
privileged of our own race, are -just local color, 
without feelings or possibilities or spiritual 
needs. If he could go into their homes as I do, 
and could see the physical and mental poverty 
that exist there, the bitter need for something 
above and beyond their miserable surroundings; 
if he could watch their faces light up when they 
hear that something for the first time,—he’d 
never say again, ‘Why give them the Bible?’ ” 

To the Southwestern District, as to the Bible 


Sle Waseinsprisonearnd memes 


Society everywhere, the great question is cer- 
tainly not “Why?” but “How?” How can the 
Bible win through the barriers of poverty and 
ignorance and superstition that bar its way? 
How can one dollar be made to do the work of 
five in covering the vast distances of West 
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‘Texas, the swamp lands of Louisiana, the road- 
“less hill country of Arkansas and Oklahoma? 


: To the Poor 


| For most people, perhaps, the word “poor” 
ibrings to mind only those who are actually suf- 
ifering from hunger and cold—and certainly the 
Southwest is full of them. The Mexican popu- 
lation alone includes some 700,000 men, women, 
and children, whose living standards are, with 
few exceptions, far below the decent minimum. 
The postman seldom stops at the Dallas office 
of the Society without leaving at least one re- 
quest for Scriptures from someone who can not 
buy. 

To many Bible distributors, however, the 
poorest people they know are the prisoners in 
jails and penitentiaries—men and women who 
have lost not merely their jobs or their money, 
but the moral and spiritual values that alone 
make life worthwhile. 


“Of course, we have no funds to pay for such 
material,” writes one Oklahoma prison chaplain, 
in asking for a donation of Scriptures; and, 
knowing that this is true in the prisons of all 
four states, the Southwestern District annually 
sets aside a large portion of its donation budget 
for prison needs. 


But, do the prisoners really want the Scrip- 
tures? Writes the chaplain of an Arkansas 
prison farm: “I talked with one prisoner, who 
has already done twelve years of a life sentence, 
and he told me he had never read the Bible in 
his life, and knew very little about Jesus Christ. 
He asked for a Testament. In the distribution 
of the recent lot you sent me, the prisoners 
crowded around me in such numbers that I 
could not count them. The requests far out- 
‘numbered the supply.” 


To Those Who Walk in Darkness 


Illiteracy is a major problem, particularly in 
southern Louisiana, where many of the people 
can not read at all; and still more can under- 
stand only their own peculiar brand of “Cajun” 
French. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Duchesneau, distributors 
in Lafayette, Louisiana, tell of going far out 
into the country, one night, to visit a group of 
six French Catholics who had sent word they 
were interested in the Bible. They listened 


“Mephiboseth Corner,” headquarters of a crippled 
French-speaking distributor in New Orleans 


eagerly while Mr. Duchesneau read from a 
French Bible, and begged him to come again. 
He offered to leave the Bible with them, but 
they shook their heads sadly: “Not one of us 
knows how to read a word. Our children have 
learned to read only English, and we under- 
stand only French. What good is a Bible in 
any language to us?” 

For such as these, the Duchesneaus have now 
organized an evening Bible Class, meeting 
weekly, where they can not only hear the Bible 
read in their own language, but can learn to 
read it for themselves. 


Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods— 


“What is ‘peyote’?” Nine people out of ten 
—even in the Southwest—would be unable to 
give a correct answer. But that question put to 
a group of Indian missionaries will get not one 
answer, but two. For “peyote” is not only a 
dangerous drug—it is a religion, and the dead- 
liest rival of Christianity among the American 
Indians. 

The harmless-looking little “buttons” of the 
mescal cactus, taken internally, produce halluci- 
nations as highly colored as those of the hashish 
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addict, and the Indian who uses the drug lives 
only for the next opportunity of experiencing 
them. Known to the early Spanish padres in 
Mexico as “raiz diabolica” (“devil’s root”), 
peyote was introduced into Oklahoma about 
forty-five years ago. In 1918, its use was actu- 
ally incorporated under Oklahoma State law as 
“The Native American Church,” and its “mis- 
sionaries” have gone out to every tribe. A re- 
cent survey shows that more than four percent 
of all Indians are now adherents. 

“I wish,” says one of the missionaries, grimly, 
“that those who call peyote ‘a harmless native 
custom’ could attend a peyote ceremonial, as I 
did once. I wish they could hear the amazing 
mixture of pagan ideas and Christian termi- 
nology that makes up the ritual. I wish they 
could watch the men working themselves into a 


Rev. D. K. Lonewolf, Kiowa Indian pastor 


frenzy all night long, then staggering out in the 
early morning, ready for any crime or foolish- 
ness their drug-crazed brains may dictate. I 
wish they could see the wives and children, con- 
demned to near-starvation because the men are 
too debilitated to work and spend on the drug 
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what little they have. As for Peyote’s being 
‘a branch of Christianity,’ as some of its devo- 
tees claim,—well, to me the most shocking thing 
about the ceremonial was that the peyote beans 
on the altar were piled up on an open Bible!” 


To these unfortunates, the Bible is evidently 
only a fetish, venerated without reference to its 
contents or its teachings. Yet, those teachings, 
properly understood, are the only hope of win- 
ning the Indians away from the “Peyote” cult. 
“We can not kill ‘Peyote’ by mere denuncia- 
tion,” say the missionaries. 


: 


} 
/ 


“We must show. 


them ‘a more excellent way.’” In that belief, | 


men and women all over Oklahoma are laboring 
to help the Indian understand the Bible. In the 
Dwight Indian Training School, the Bible is 
used as a textbook five days a week. “We 


hope,” say the teachers, “to get the children | 


accustomed to its language, so that they can 
read it for themselves and to their families 
when they go away from us. It is the only 
tangible part of Christianity that they can 
carry to their homes.” Still other missionaries 
travel constantly during the summer, holding 
daily vacation Bible schools for the Indian chil- 
dren, in churches,—where there are churches,— 
but more often in tents, in brush arbors, in dance 
halls, or schoolhouses; in fact, anywhere they 
can find a vacant building. 


One Bible Society distributor concentrates 
his efforts on the government hospitals for In- 
dians, supplying the patients with the bright- 
covered Scripture portions which appeal to 
them most. 


Over Many Miles 


Approximately 29,000 square miles of West 
Texas is the mission territory of one South- 
western District distributor. “I am traveling 
most of the time,” he writes—and one can well 
believe him! 
most of his territory containing less than five 
persons per square mile, the most energetic dis- 
tributor can have few sales to show for his long 
journeys. The cost of colportage in such areas 
is almost prohibitive; yet, somehow, these peo- 
ple must be reached. 


Nearly thirteen years ago, the Rev. W. E. 
Hawkins, of Dallas, realized the urgency of 
this need, and realized too that an agency ex- 
isted by which the persuasive voice of the col- 
porteur could go into thousands of homes. He 


It is evident though, that, with > 
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talked with the manager of Radio Station 
KRLD, then with the District Secretary of the 
American Bible Society—and the radio revival 
was born. 

Each listener to the daily program was urged 
to follow in his own Bible the readings given 
over the air; to listeners who had no Bibles, 
Mr. Hawkins offered to send one on receipt of 
the cost price. So many, however, were the re- 
quests from those who could not afford to buy, 
that a system known as the “Read the Bible for 
a Bible” plan was worked out. This, in brief, 
offers a Gospel of St. John to any individual 
who states that he needs to “earn” a Bible. He 
is instructed to read the Gospel carefully, then 
to pass it on to some friend whom he has per- 
suaded to read for a Bible. (Thus each reader 
must not only do his own reading, but must be- 
come a missionary to at least one other person.) 
He then receives from the “revival” a Gospel of 
St. Luke, with instructions to read it and return 
‘it. Similarly, in succession, he reads the rest 


of the New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs. 
Then, he is entitled to receive without charge 


a complete Bible. By this time, many readers 
are so enthusiastic, that they become distribu- 
tors themselves and gather around them large 
groups, who join in listening to the programs 
and in reading for Bibles. 

The Bibles donated are purchased with free- 
will offerings from revival listeners. All Scrip- 
tures used are supplied at cost by the American 
Bible Society, which also makes a monthly do- 
nation of Scriptures to the work. During 1939, 
the radio revival used 19,797 portions, and a 
total of 3,251 Bibles and 3,675 Testaments were 
awarded to readers in thirty-six states and seven 
foreign countries. 

What such a service means to an isolated com- 
munity is indicated by a letter recently received 
from a revival distributor: “When I came here 
in 1934,” she writes, “I found many of the homes 
without a Bible. It was at that time that I heard 
of your offer to send out a Bible to those who 
would read according to your plan. In the 
course of two years, you sent us forty to forty- 
five Bibles. I am back now for a short visit, 
and find many of those who received Bibles 
from you are staunch Christians and have an ac- 
tive part in the Sunday school. Four of the 
young people from this community have gradu- 
ated from the Bible school, and are giving full 
time or part time in the preaching of the gospel. 
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Surely, God has blessed. If you were to ask to 
what I attribute this rapid spiritual growth, I 
would say that it was because of their great 
hunger and thirst for the things of God; and 
because they were able, through your kindness, 
to have a Bible of their own that they might 
read and study for themselves. Bible reading 
has become a part of their daily lives.” 


John H. Finley 


HE American Bible So- 
ciety is among the large 


number of religious, chari- 
table, patriotic and educa- 
tional institutions that will 


keenly feel the loss of Dr. 
John H. Finley, editor emeri- 
tus of the New York Times, 
who slept away to his richly 
earned reward on the night of 
March 7. Dr. Finley was 
elected a Vice President of the Society in 1928, 
and has rendered invaluable service to its work 
since that time. So great was his versatility, 
that he could be called upon for many types of 
service. To mention just four contributions: 
Dr. Finley was the Society’s principal adviser 
in the formation of the National Commemora- 
tion Committee under which in 1935 the coun- 
try-wide celebration of the 400th anniversary 
of the printing of the English Bible was di- 
rected. He often spoke for the Society over the 
radio, sharing a period on Universal Bible Sun- 
day in 1938 with Secretary of Commerce Daniel 
C. Roper over the Columbia Network; he con- 
tributed to these pages, just a year ago, an illu- 
minating review of Secretary North’s volume 
“The Book of a Thousand Tongues”; as one of 
the principal speakers at the dedication of the 
Society’s exhibit at the New York World’s Fair 
last June, he made a practical suggestion for in- 
creasing the use of the Bible by the American 
people that is still being given the earnest study 
of the officers of the Society. 

The May issue of the Bible Society Record 
will contain a copy of a memorial minute, which 
the Board of Managers will adopt at its next 
meeting. 


SH ff 


Dr. Finley 
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The Churches of America 
and the 


American Bible Society 


By Frederick W. Cropp 


HE American Bible Society works upon 

the thesis that responsibility for the dis- 

tribution of the Scriptures rests primarily 
upon the whole Christian Church, and that this 
is implicit in the nature of the Bible, of the 
church, and of the Christian message. It does 
not rest upon the Bible Societies alone. The 
Society is, therefore, an agent of the churches 
for reaching the people with the Scriptures. 
If funds were available, the Society could effec- 
tively distribute hundreds of thousands more 
Bibles in areas served by the missionaries of our 
churches. For an extension of its service it 
depends upon benevolent Christians who give 
regularly through their church budgets to the 
Society. 

This brings up the question: How well do 
the churches of America support the American 
Bible Society? Elsewhere in this issue of the 
Bible Society Record you will find the distress- 
ing news that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has had to reduce its budget for foreign 
work by $76,000 in 1940. This amount is over 
65% of what all the churches of America give to 
the American Bible Society. In 1939 the com- 
bined giving of the churches was $116,352. Not 
since 1931 have our churches given more in any 
year than $118,000. A fifteen-year record of 
the gifts from churches follows: 


1925 .. $219,910 1930 .. $186,336 1935 .. $96,593 
1OZOFeEZ LL /Loo LOS eel 2e29 7 1930 LOS 137 
A oe PANNA AO) LOS Zell, 5017) WOVE og Mali eiey! 
1GZ3eeemeczo. 300 WSR eg XO fil 19387 1145769 
1929 .. 209,341 1934 . 103,994 1939 .. 116,352 


The reader may wonder about the giving of 
his own denomination. In 1939 the contributions 
from the various denominations were given in 
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Note: The editors assume 
that the subscribers to the 
Bible Society Record are 
church members. They fur- 
ther assume that, as members 
of churches and as friends of 
the Society, they will wish to 
know about the support 
which the Soctety receives 
from the churches. They 
urge you to discuss this ar- 
ticle with your minister. 


accordance with the following table: 


Contri- Contri- 
butions butions Total 
per 1,000 per Contri- 
Members* Church butions 


AAV enitistsea/it hie a yaa $9.80 $0.59 $71,488 


Assemblies’ of God)=n.....5. oe. Ge | aula 403 
Baptists Northern sae L17 “23 1,760 
Baptistais outers tiie 15, .027 671 
Brethren gee eer ee 9.93 1.58 278 
Christian and Missionary Al- 

liance aa ar eee 5.93 40 190 
Churchsofe Godman eee eee .03 -001 fe 
Congregational and Christian . 2.92 48 2,936 
Discipleswors Christa aaa Se) .14 1,116 
Bivangelicall mane .66 .07 141 
Evangelical and Reformed ... 1.65 asi) 1,077 
utheran we Amenica ne 1.74 .34 634 
Lutheran, Augustana ......... 8.00 1.68 2,026 
utheranwelVitSSOULia .38 .06 334 
Lutheran, Norwegian ........ 3.64 46 1,248 
Butheranwe United seen ee Peppa .83 3,096 
Mennonite gas ee eee Zot .29 114 
Methodist Episcopall...6) 000 £10.05 +£1.64 438,596 
Methodist Episcopal, South .. Bre! 80 13,057 
Methodist Epis., African ..... no St .23 1,639 
Methodist Epis. Zion, African 79 .09 415 
Methodist Epis., Colored .... .76 .06 228 
Methodist ree eee 1.70 .06 78 
Methodists Primitive seen 14.72 1.95 162 
Methodist Protestant ........ 1.24 10 230 
MoxravianeeN Ont 
Monavie S Olle er SERA | ake 198 
Nazarenéei.i3 Swe eee 3.40 19 452 
Presbyterian. saa PAO) iE) AA 9,287 
PresbyterianssUbscaceeeenen 11.48 2.58 22,707 
Presbyterian, Assoc. Reformed 3.35 ey 67 
Presbyterian, Covenanter 86.14 6.21 603 
Presbyterian, Cumberland .... 3.85 23) 254 
Presbyterian, United ......... 14.14 2.82 2,433 
Protestant Episcopal ........ 61 Aili 841 
eformed ms Christians ieee 19.28 4.01 1,176 
Reformed in America ....... 23 AZM OLS 3,677 


United Brethren in Christ ... .96 a2 362 


Miscellaneous een 1,823 
‘Total eure eee PLL Ors De 


* 13 years of age and over. 
+ Gift for two-year period received in 1939, 
~ Gross receipts, $40,000. 
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The subscriber to the Bible Society Record 
will wish to know how he may aid the work of 
the Society in his own local church. That will 
involve a knowledge of the various methods of 
supporting the Bible Society employed by the 
several denominations. For example, the Amer- 
ican Bible Society is in the budget of the 
following denominations for a ratio of the 
benevolence receipts from these churches: 
Presbyterian, U.S.A. 


Presbyterian, Cumberland 
Reformed in America 


Lutheran, United 
Methodist 
Presbyterian, U.S. 


If your church ts in this group, you may aid 
the Bible cause by urging the contribution of 
the full apportionment. 


Other denominations make a definite grant to 
the Society from their central treasury. This 
group is composed of the following: 


Adventist, Seventh-day Lutheran, Norwegian 


Brethren, Church of the Methodist Episcopal Zion, 
Congregational and Chris- African 

tian Nazarene 
Lutheran, American United Brethren in Christ 


Friends of the Bible Society who are mem- 
bers of these churches can render real service 
by being sure that their church shares in this 
annual grant. 

Still other denominations designate a Sunday 
for special offerings. For example, the Au- 
gustana Lutheran Church makes its gift on Bi- 
ble Sunday, which it celebrates on the second 
Sunday in January; the Northern Moravians 
contribute the receipts of Bible Sunday. The 
Reformed Presbyterians and the United Pres- 
byterians share their Bible Sabbath and their 
White Gift Sabbath offerings with the Bible 
Society. The Christian Reformed Church au- 
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thorizes a special offering once a year for the 
Society. 

Our “Record” readers who are members of 
these churches may stimulate the giving on the 
designated day. 

The remaining denominations, listed below, 
receive offerings in local churches for the Bible 
cause. This group comprises the vast number 
of 10,500,000 Christians who gave in 1939 but 
$9,007, less than 8% of the total giving of the 
churches. So much depends upon the interest 
of the individual church and the minister, that 
the friends of the Society who are members of 
these denominations can aid the Society and 
share in its work by making sure that their own 
local churches contribute regularly and gener- 
ously to the Bible Society. 

Advent Christian 
Baptist, Northern 
Baptist, Southern 
Baptist, Seventh-day 


Baptist, National 
Churches of God, General 


Evangelical Congrega- 
tional 

Evangelical and Reformed 

Lutheran, Missouri Synod 

Mennonite 

Methodist, Primitive 


Eldership Presbyterian, Associate 
Disciples of Christ Reformed 
Evangelical Protestant Episcopal 


Assemblies of God 
Christian and Missionary 


Free Methodist 
Methodist Episcopal, 


African Alliance 
Methodist Episcopal, Church of God 
Colored 


Surely, every church in America is sufficiently 
interested in the great work being done by the 
American Bible Society, to share annually and 
substantially in this primary Christian mission- 
ary task of making sure that the man with the 
Book meets the man without the Book. 

Additional information is available upon re- 
quest; a leaflet “Income From Churches—1929- 
1939” will be mailed to all who wish copies. 


Bibles in Church Pews 


A member of the Society’s Board of Managers asks some 
pointed questions, and makes some valuable suggestions 


By Samuel H. Libby 


HY are there no Bibles in your church 
\ \) pews?—What prompts such a ques- 
tion? —A series of experiences, —a 


series of shocks, they may be termed. 
During the past year I visited more than 


twenty churches, and in only three were Bibles 
to be seen in the pews. As I entered church 
after church and found no Bibles in evidence, 
except one lying on the pulpit, I began to won- 
der: this is a church dedicated to the worship 
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of God, where his truth is expected to be 
preached as revealed in his Word, and yet no 
copies of that Word in sight. 

It did not seem to be right,—not what I would 
expect; for I look for the Bible to be the most 
prominent thing in sight, in God’s house. 

In some churches there were short texts from 
the Bible inscribed on stained glass windows; 
but more often the name of a departed member 
was memorialized, but no Bible was found in 
the pews. 

In these days, when all denominations are 
striving to make Bible reading and prayer the 
most important features of family life, as it was 
in past generations, too many churches are 
missing a great opportunity to further that 
end; for the thought persists, that the disap- 
pearance of the Bible from the pews has been, 
in some measure, a contributing cause of its 
disappearance from family life. 

Would it not help to make the family more 
Bible conscious, to see a copy of the Bible in 
the rack before them during worship service? 

Would it not help revitalize church worship, 
to be able to open the Book and follow silently 
the reading from the pulpit? Many like to do 
this, especially those whose familiarity with the 
Bible enables them to turn to the passage 
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announced without too apparent hesitation. 

In one hundred and twenty-two years the 
American Bible Society distributed more than 
thirty million complete Bibles, all over the 
world. In one year it distributed 311,763 copies 
of the complete Book, of which nearly 200,000 
were distributed in the United States. 

Did any of them get into your church pews? 
This is a serious question—a very serious ques- 
tion—for pastors as well as laymen; for, unless 
we return the Bible to its rightful, principal 
place in the life of the family and in the life of 
the church, its influence will continue to de- 
crease. 

Here is a question to discuss earnestly with 
sessions, boards of deacons, trustees, the finance 
committee, or in church business meetings, that 
an item be placed in the budget of the church 
to cover the purchase of Bibles for the pews. 

It need not be a large item, and the purchase, 
once made, would last for many years. 

An excellent size Bible for this purpose may 
be secured at fifty cents, in brevier type, 
5% x 7% inches, bound in cloth, with aids to 
pronunciation. 

Think this over, pastors and laymen; talk it 
over—and then see that Bibles are placed in 
your church pews. 


Some Love Is Found 


The Society’s subagent located in Istanbul, who has just returned to his post after 
furlough, leaving his family in this country, contributes this touching story out of 
his own experience 


By F. Lyman MacCallum 


PAUSED in my flight 
I through the ward. In one 

of the unkempt beds, 
spaced every six feet to left 
and right of the wide aisle, a 
girl was reading with slender 
fingers from a large Braille 
book. Her sightless smile was 
the one gleam of happiness or 
beauty in that sad ward for tubercular women 
in a poverty-stricken native hospital of the 
Near East. 


Mr. MacCallum 


A more desolate place could scarcely be imag- 
ined. Patients come there to die,—not to get 
better. The food is inadequate, except for those 
who have friends to bring constant supplies 
from outside. Meals arrive from the distant 
kitchen stone-cold, and once the winter stove 
goes out, are eaten cold. Even warm water is 
not to be had. The trays are brought, dishes 
washed, floor swept, and almost all the work of 
the place performed, by half-wits from the mad 
house, who thus earn their keep. A capable 
doctor does indeed visit the ward daily; but 
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_ the hospital can afford very little for remedies 
or comforts. Death is a frequent visitor, and 
little or nothing is done to conceal from the 
other patients the sights and sounds of that last 
struggle. “Perhaps only a blind person could 
smile in such surroundings,” thought I, turning 
back to discover the reason of her joy. So 
began, not a friendship only, but for me a spir- 
itual experience. 

Siranush was born in Turkey just in time to 
be orphaned by the Great War, and to be 
blinded as well in one of its epidemics. She 
was cared for in an American mission orphan- 
age, and later sent to Syria, to the Ghazir Or- 
phanage Blind School, conducted by a devoted 
Swiss gentleman—Theodore Wieser. “There,” 
she says, “my eyes were opened,”’—not the poor 
sunken eyes of the body, but the discerning, 
eager eye of mind and soul. “Mr. Wieser sent 
photographs of each of us to Switzerland,” she 
says in tones of admiring wonder, “and there 
different good people adopted us one by one, 
and wrote to us and sent us gifts. My people 
were very good, but poverty overtook them, and 
they no longer write. Couldn’t you tell some 
one in America about me, lying in this place 
where my daily prayer is, ‘Dear God, make me 
better or take me soon’? You see, I keep my 
books safe behind my pillow where I can get 
them without even lifting my head. I love the 
Book as a baby loves milk. Here’s poor John. 
I have to be careful of him, because his pages 
have come loose. Let us read from him today. 

“Though the doctor is sure I will get better, 
I fall to wondering sometimes, and my heart 
gets heavy. This is not an easy place to be in, 
I may as well tell you. Last night sleep ran 
from me. Then 1 took out the Book of Psalms 
you brought, and read four psalms. Such a 
beautiful, light sleep enfolded me then. God 
be praised! It was only the sound of the break- 
fast dishes that brought me back.” 

Occasionally, she asks me to trace verses that 
were familiar during the rich years at Ghazir. 
Then, what a joy it is to direct her eager fingers 
to the passage, to watch them capture it, and 
the feeble body give a leap of joyous excitement 
as she takes possession of the long-lost treasure! 

At times, we talk of her wonderful opportu- 
nity for bringing hope and courage into this 
dark place by means of her own faith, and by 
reading to her fellow-prisoners the sure prom- 
ises of God. 


Page 67 


“I love to read,” she says eagerly, “and I do 
so as I find strength. But, look at my chart, and 
you will see where my temperature suddenly 
went up and down last week. That was because 
I read too much one day,—not aloud either,— 
just to myself. I read to the others when they 
will listen, and sometimes they ask me to. But 
others won’t listen at all. Then my soul gets 
rather squeezed. Tell me, Brother, what must 
I do when they won’t listen? (Ah, Siranush, 
my sister, who am I to answer that? The Mas- 
ter himself was hurt by those who turned away.) 

“There’s something I must tell you,” she con- 
tinued, with a sudden intensity in her lowered 
voice. “One night she was dying in this bed 
next to me,—a woman. I heard her calling on 
Jesus and the saints. She was alone, and it was 
toward morning. I was frightened and lay shak- 
ing here in my bed. But I couldn’t let her go,— 
like that. I asked if she would like to hear the 
gospel, and she said, ‘Yes.’ So I went to her 
and read all the comforting parts I could re- 
member,—the Lost Sheep, the Prodigal Son, 
Many Mansions, and a lot more. How glad I 
was then that these fingers need no lamp to read 
by. When I finished, she made her confession 
to me, just as though I were the priest. So I 
knelt beside her and prayed—prayed that God 
would forgive her, and send her a safe journey, 
and open to her the gates of everlasting light 
and joy. Her heart was at rest then, and before 
morning she went quietly.” 

I thank Thee too, that Thou hast made 
Joy to abound,— 

So many gentle thoughts and deeds 
Circling us round, 


That in the darkest spot of earth 
Some love is found. 


Annual Meeting of the Society 


The 124th Annual Meeting of the American 
Bible Society will be held at the Bible House, 
New York, at three o’clock on Thursday, May 
9, 1940. Following the presentation of the Re- 
port of the Board of Managers and other regu- 
lar business, the meeting will be addressed by 
the Reverend Arthur Jeffrey, Ph.D., Litt.D., 
Professor of Semitic Languages at Columbia 
University. Dr. Jeffrey is an Australian Meth- 
odist and was a member of the faculty of the 
American University at Cairo, Egypt. 
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Where Pennies Count 


By Gilbert Darlington 


O people have done more to translate, 
| \ publish, and distribute the Holy Scrip- 
tures than the people of Great Britain, 
Scotland, and Wales. When William Tyndale 
first printed the New Testament in English, in 
1525, and copies of it were smuggled into Eng- 
land from Holland, it would have been hard to 
foresee that, by 1539,—only fourteen years later, 
—the whole Bible in English would be placed 
on the lectern in every church of England. 
“Lord, open the King of England’s eyes, that he 
may see!” So prayed William Tyndale in 1536. 
This prayer was answered in 1539, and again in 
1611, when the King James Version of the Bible 
was published. No other version of the Bible 
has been so copiously printed or widely circu- 
lated as the English King James Version of the 
Bible. 

Since the British and Foreign Bible Society 
was organized in 1804, it has issued more than 
509,000,000 copies of the Scriptures. Of these, 
about 125,974,000 have been in English. In its 
last report the Society lists 732 different lan- 
guages in which it has distributed some part of 
the Word of God; and in no less than 687 of 
these it has itself actually published some part 
of the Holy Scriptures. In recent years it has 
been adding about ten new languages each year 
to this astounding record. There is nothing to 
compare with this anywhere else in all the an- 
nals of the Christian Church. 

Our own American Bible Society, instituted 
in 1816, has issued the Scriptures in over 


297,000,000 volumes; but the number of lan- 
guages in which they have been printed, and the 
number of new versions and revisions that it 
has brought out, are very much less proportion- 
ately than a comparison of the issues of the two 
Societies would indicate. 


How is it that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has been able to make such a remark- 
able record in Bible translation, publication, and 
distribution? It is because the people of Eng- 
land really believe in the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God. Assuming that the increase in 
population proceeds in a straight line from one 
census to the other, a study of the actual gifts 
from living donors in England, Scotland, and 
Wales to the British and Foreign Bible Society 
shows that, from 1821 to date annually, these 
gifts have amounted to over 1 cent apiece per 
capita. 

A glance at the accompanying chart will re- 
veal how steady the giving has been. In 1939 it 
averaged 1.09 cents, and for the whole period 
from 1821 to 1939, 1.22 cents. 


Turning to our country, and considering the 
gifts to the American Bible Society from all 
living donors, including those of auxiliary Bible 
societies and churches, as well as individuals, 
and dividing these gifts each year by the popu- 
lation of our country figured in a straight line 
from one census to the next, we find that the 
annual contribution per capita in 1821 amounted 
to 0.14 cent. In the decade from 1861-71, it 
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averaged over 0.40 cent, and in 1939 it had re- 
ceded to 0.19 cent. For the whole 119 years the 
average gift per capita was 0.24 cent, or less 
than a quarter of one cent per capita as com- 
pared with almost 1.25 cents per capita in Eng- 
land. No more dramatic proof than this can be 
furnished of the great love that the people of 
England have shown for God’s Holy Word. If 
our own people in the United States had con- 
tributed as much per capita in 1939 as the Brit- 
ish have contributed on the average each year 
for 119 years, the American Bible Society would 
have received gifts from living donors amount- 
ing to $1,559,582, instead of the $243,596 actually 
received! 


Colporteur interrupts a Japanese housewife 
at the washtub 


While it is true that there are some state and 
local auxiliary Bible societies in the United 
States the gifts of many of which are not in- 
cluded in the above total, a similar condition 
also exists in England. No allowance has been 
made in the figures given here for the amounts 
received by the important National Bible So- 
ciety of Scotland, the Trinitarian Bible Society, 
and other Bible societies in England. 


Word has just recently come from London 
that, because of war conditions, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society is reducing its appropria- 
tion for the current year by $76,000. This sum 
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represents more than 65 percent of the $116,343 
received by the American Bible Society in 1939, 
from all the churches in the United States, and 
more than 67 percent of the $113,115 received 
from all individual gifts in the United States of 
America in 1939. Its loss will mean a tremen- 
dous blow to the pioneer Christian work of 
Bible publication and distribution in the world. 
No one can estimate adequately how much 
higher income and war taxes will reduce gifts 
in England even further within the next few 
years. In addition to this, there is the difficulty 
of exporting capital from England, in order to 
carry on a great world-wide work; for the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society is doing practi- 
cally all of the work in Africa, India, Persia, 
Malaysia, Korea, Manchukuo, and in certain 
parts of Europe. What the Christian mission- 
ary forces on the foreign field are going to do 
if they cannot secure adequate supplies of the 
Holy Scriptures at prices they can afford to 
pay, is very hard to foresee. In certain totali- 
tarian countries not only is the distribution of 
the Bible prohibited or restricted, but the war, 
by curtailing the work of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, is now reducing the supply 
of Scriptures in the neutral and far-away coun- 
tries as well. 


Surely, those who are interested in the ad- 
vance work of the kingdom of God will not wish 
to permit a famine of the Bread of Life among 
the nations of the world because of the present 
war. If only our great American public could 
visualize and feel its responsibility and oppor- 
tunity to keep sowing the good seed of the 
gospel in our war-torn and disillusioned world, 
it would still be possible to temper or forestall 
this famine of the Word of God in great areas 
among the nations. During the last World 
War, no such critical large scale or world-wide 
famine of Bibles was faced, except in limited 
areas and for a very limited time. Let us, there- 
fore, pray again the prayer of Miles Coverdale 
which appears on the title page of the first edi- 
tion of the English Bible published in 1535: 
“Pray for us, that the Word of God may have 
free passage, and be glorified” (2 Thess. 3:1). 
The American Bible Society will be pleased to 
receive gifts for a special war emergency fund 
to overcome the great famine of the Holy Scrip- 
tures that the war is causing today throughout 
a stricken world. 
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Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York 
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HE power of the Word in 

the life of a local congrega- 
tion is demonstrated in the ex- 
perience of the North Austin 
Lutheran Church of Chicago. 
The pastor, Rev. F. W. Otter- 
bein, began his ministry there 
twenty-four years ago, with a 
score of people. Secretary 
McLaughlin reports of this 
church that it now has a mem- 
bership of over 5,000, with three 
separate crowded preaching 
services every Sunday morning 
to accommodate the worship- 
pers; and that ninety percent 
of the entire membership hold 
regular daily devotions in their 
homes. Dr. Otterbein preaches 
“expository sermons,’’ and 
gives hours of his time teach- 
ing families how to erect a fam- 
ily altar. We regret to report 
that Dr. Otterbein, who is an 
active member of the board of 
managers of the Chicago Bible 
Society, was recently stricken 
with paralysis, just after ad- 
dressing a mass meeting held 
under the auspices of the Chi- 
cago Bible Society, and is still 
in a very critical condition. He 
has literally constructed a great 


church around the regular use 
of the Bible. Let every reader 
join in the prayers that his 
health may be completely re- 
stored. 


N response to frequent in- 
quiries concerning Bible dis- 
tribution in Russia, Poland and 
elsewhere in Central Europe, 
the following information may 
be of interest. In Russia the 
Christian Scriptures are strictly 
forbidden, being regarded as 
antigovernment books. They 
may not be printed, sold, nor 
imported. The sale of Rus- 
sian Scriptures in Europe is 
principally among _ Russian- 
speaking people who live in re- 
gions bordering the U.S.S.R. 
According to the latest infor- 
mation from missionaries in 
Poland, there have as yet been 
no restrictions placed upon the 
circulation of the Scriptures, 
even in that section of the for- 
mer republic now controlled by 
Russia. Through grants made 
to the Union of Churches of 
Christ, the American Bible So- 
ciety has for many years dis- 
tributed Scriptures in Poland. 
During 1938 this amounted to 
924 Bibles, 1,118 Testaments, 
and 659 Portions, and included 
the Polish, Russian, Ukrainian, 
White Russian, Yiddish, He- 
brew, German, and Bohemian 
languages. Pending the arrival 
of the report for 1939 from the 
Society’s correspondent in Po- 
land, we learn from the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, 
through whose depot the books 
are issued, that “the Warsaw 
depot has been repaired and the 
work is going on, though the 
sales are very low.” 


March Meeting of the 
Board 


HE eleventh stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-fourth year 
was held at the Bible House, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New York, 
on Thursday, March 7, 1940, at 
3:30 p.m., President John T. Man- 
son in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Mr. Arlando Marine. 

The minutes of the tenth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

The Treasurer reported the fol- 
lowing consignments to the For- 
eign Agencies: 


November 1939 Volumes Value 
Latin America ...... 74,451 $3,385.02 
Hart Bast. .cmertesecien 3,517 1,878.04 

77,968 $5,263.06 

December 1939 
atin America eee 172,659 $6,358.65 
Bar? Hast y srasicerarenraaes 3,012 78.32 

175,671 $6,436.97 

January 1940 
Latin America ...... 207,640 $5,996.47 
ParoBast’.0-a.aniee ee 1,786 404.28 

209,426 $6,400.75 


The issues from the Bible House 
during the month of November 
were 572,423 volumes; December, 
455,001 volumes; January, 413,963 
volumes. 


The meeting was adjourned. 


Form of a Bequest to the 
Society 


I give and bequeath to the 
American Bible Society formed 
in New York in the year eight- 
een hundred and sixteen, and 
incorporated in the year eight- 
een hundred and forty-one, the 
sum of ———., 


If real estate is given, for the last 


three words above, “the sum of,” 
substitute the words “the following 


property, to wit.” 
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Maryland, D. C., Virginia, W. Va. 


Wyoming, Utah, 


Arizona, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands. 


Foreign Agencies 


Brazil — Rev. CHARLES W. TURNER, 
PH.D., Bible House, Avenida Eras- 
mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. 

Bible Lands Agency, North—C. S. BELL, 
Box 747, Beirut, Syria. 

Bible Lands Agency, South—ReEv. E. W. 
Ge Aupcnnn, MrA., Py On Box) 724; 
62 Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, 
Egypt. 


Philippines — Ruv. W. H. FoONGER, Box 
755, Bible House, No. 636 Isaac 
Peral, Manila. 

Thailand (Sian.)—Rnv. ROBERT O, FRANK- 
LIN, 703 Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 
China—Rety. CARLETON Lacy, D.D., Bible 
House, 58 Hongkong Road, Shang- 

hai. 

Japan—Mr. G. H. VINALL, Bible House, 
No. 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine—LORING S. STRICKLAND, 19 Pine St., Portland. 
New Hampshire—Epwarp A. DAME, 24 Warren Sitay 
EVERETT A. BABCOCK, nial {Skor Willard Street, 


Vermont—REV. 
Burlington. 


Massachusetts—REV. FRANK K. SINGISER, 41 Bromfield St., 


Connecticut—REV. 
Concord. 


W. RaymonpD, 278 Farmington Ave., 


Hartford. 
Rhode Island—REvV. SELDEN R. McCurpy, 144 Westminster St., 


Providence. 


Boston. 


Maryland—Rev. E. C. Powers, 9 E. Franklin S8t., 


Baltimore. 


Gn ASSURED 
and REGULAR 


The Annuity Agreement plan is simple 
and has a twofold advantage: 


First: It provides a steady income for 
protection in old age. For over ninety years, 
Annuity Agreement checks have never failed 
their checks at regular intervals because in spite of uncertain and disturbing world 
they are holders of Annuity Agreements of conditions. 


the American Bible Society. This REGU- 
LAR INCOME brings comfort and free- 
dom from worry about the future. 


Tuousanps of persons are receiving 


Second: You enjoy the permanent satis- 
faction of knowing that you are helping in 
the ever more significant work of making 
the Bible available throughout the world. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Park Ave. & 57th St., New York The plan with is application 


to your needs is explained in 
“A Gift That Lives.” This 


| 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62AD entitled “A Gift That Lives.” | 
| booklet will be mailed to you 


None == ee ee eee 


at once 2f you will send your 


name and address. 


Address Denomination 
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